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     Once the reredos was completed by St. 
Bernard’s school children, church leaders 
decided to accentuate the sanctuary with 
“the great symbol of the salvific offering 
of Jesus Christ, Lord and Redeemer – the 
crucifix.” 

     However, the size of the cross would 
have to conform to the size of the reredos. 

It was also decided that the cross should 
be made of wood instead of marble or 
any other form of plaster statuary. 

     Monsignor Ferdinand Mack discussed 
the idea with his family since the cross 
was to be their contribution as a family 
memorial. He suggested using wood from 
the forest that he and his brother, Leo, 
owned in Forest County, Wisc., near the 
north branch of the Oconto River. 

     They knew from both their trout fish-
ing and deer hunting in this area about a 
virgin swamp that was on their property.  

     So they asked the oldest native of the 
territory, respectfully known to them as 
“Grandpa” Harris, if he could possibly 
locate a tree or trees that could be used 
for this purpose. 

     Grandpa and his son, Herb, located 
two cedar trees relatively close to the 
river bank in the swamp that could be cut 
down and floated a short way down the 
river to a relatively accessible area. 

     Before the decision of dropping the 
trees could be made, Mack would have to 
find a place where the timbers could be 
seasoned. The Connors Lumber Compa-
ny, which operated a large kiln in Laona, 
Wisc., was approached because hardwood 
was their specialty. 

     The company also recommended that 
Mack and Tom Flad, the church architect, 
meet with the Forest Products Laboratory 
in Madison.  

     At the laboratory, they were told that 
they could not do work for private indi-
viduals. “Things looked hopeless, but 
only for a moment,” according to the 
church history. “Again, God was excep-
tionally good.” 

     A specialist at the laboratory in the 
care of cedar was Ed Rasmussen, a Mid-
dleton resident and bowling partner of 
Mack. He knew the Oconto River well, 
because he had taught in the schools of 
the Township of Wabeno. 

     In September of 1958, the trees were 
cut down by Herb Harris under the super-
vision of Grandpa, and Mack and his 
brother floated them down the river. (See 

 

The linden tree is such a 
favorite of the bees that it’s 
sometimes called the “bee 
tree.”  

Bees produce a highly 
prized “water white-
colored” honey from the 
linden tree nectar. 

actual footage of this event on our web-
site at www.stbmidd.org. 

     The trees measured 72 by 74 inches 
in circumference at the base, and the logs 
cut from them were 15.5 and 17 feet 
long.  

     The timbers were sawed at a portable 
mill owned by the O’Connor family 
close to Wabeno. 

     When he heard that the cross eventu-
ally would grace the wall of a church 
under the jurisdiction of a Bishop Wil-
liam P. O’Connor, the owner of the mill 
reportedly said, “What a break for me to 
do this for another O’Connor. They’ll 
cost you nothing.” 

     The Harris family transported the five 
logs to the garage of the rectory (which 
is now the parish office), where they 
were stored and seasoned. Rasmussen 
checked them regularly with his scien-
tific equipment. 

     In November, the logs and the bark, 
also referred to as “cull” were taken to 
the semi-heated warehouse of H.F. Si-
mon and Son, Inc., the company con-
tracted to build the church. 

     At the end of December, they were 
moved to the basement of the parish 
school building. 

     A month later, they were sent to the 
workshop of the Cathedral Craftsman 
Company, Inc., in Waukesha, Wisc., and 
left under the care and carving talent of a 
Hungarian refugee of World War II, ac-
cording to the church history.  

     The “corpus” or body of Christ was 
carved of lindenwood by the Heinsohn 
family in Oberammergau, Bavaria, the 
native land of Mack’s family. 

     Lindenwood, also known as bass-
wood, is favored by furniture makers 
who like the wood’s straight grain. It is 
also used for dimensional lumber and 
wood-veneer surface and for carving. 

     The linden tree is such a favorite of 
the bees that it’s sometimes called the 
“bee tree.” Bees produce a highly prized 
“water white-colored” honey from the 
linden tree nectar. 

     The wood choice was appropriate, 
because as we know St. Bernard is the 
patron saint of bees and beekeepers. 

     The cross was shortened in 1989, so 
the whole crucifix could be lowered as 
the sanctuary was being remodeled.  


